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any cognition is false not by itself but because of another cogni-
tion.
But here comes a difficulty. Can we ever be theoretically
certain that a cognition will never be falsified in future? If this
doubt is raised, it has to be admitted that we can never be sure.
The conditions for such surety are that the perceiving process
must be the same as the object perceived. Evidently our percep-
tions, except in the case of pain and pleasure, are not of that
type.
What conclusion are we to draw from this fact? Theoretically
considered, there is no final truth that can be attained by our
finite thought. Our thought is not fitted to get at final certainty.
We must have been endowed with thought, not in order to attain
final truth through it, but to use it for some other purpose. Man
is not merely an epistemological being. It is being increasingly
felt by philosophers that epistemology is not the chief branch of
philosophy. Whitehead, for instance, maintains that truth is not
of primary importance. Man seems to be born not merely to think,
but also to act and feel. Only in feeling does he have certainty. In
pleasure, for example, the feeling of pleasure and the pleasure felt
are identical. Generally none doubts whether one's pain or
pleasure is true or not. For this reason, it is self-evident. And
whatever theoretical satisfaction we have in this world must be
due to some connection between thought and activity on the one
hand and feeling on the other. So this world as such must be
regarded as not completely suited to man. He has to transform it
in such a way as to be completely at home in it. Fullest truth
cannot be realized unless we are able to transform the world
along with ourselves. Then the subject-object situation will not be
what it is in this world. All this is implied in the theory of truth.
But what about the truth of the sciences? Are the concepts of
matter, life, etc., on which the different sciences are based, false?
Is there no matter, is there no life? Can we not be certain that
there is,matter, that there is life? In demanding that there should
be matter, etc., in this world apart from our understanding them,
we seem to be like children, who want to eat their cake and have
it too. We have already noted in a previous chapter that matter,
etc., are not entities which we axe describing but hypothetical
formulas we are constructing. And the curious thing is that we
demand that the thing constructed should be independent of our
construction. We make the demand, because we feel that the
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